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So what is refugee youth? It is a charity, project for young people from all over the world, mostly from refugee background from all over the world and it is set up to/ as something that was identified as needed or something that was missing in terms of supporting young people when they arrive in this country. When they don't have a lot of access to many things as services, as networks to help them in what they do in life or for education housing. Network of friends where they can practice speaking English, or a group where they have many things in common or the same experiences. Where they could meet up and actually share these worries and find solutions also, so basically empower themselves as a group. I think it started seven years ago     

01:00 Mudibu – Refugee Youth

but I joined 4 5 years ago, and it has grown into quite a large organisation now, but we are trying to stay small at the same time.  What we do is that we identify that most funding that exists there makes you run on someone else's programme, or someone else's agenda. What the organisation identified was that we don't go to any of the funding that is out there, mostly we go to funding that enables us to do what actually we dreamed up together. So in that case, we have been very lucky to exist until now, to find people understand what we do. It is not about what people outthere say, it is about people who come here at a particular time, 
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knowing that when they are here they can dream up what they want and take those things into practice. It is better you sit down, dream up, plan, take action, and after you evaluate, plan more take action. Always have that circle going around, and always keep changing what they plan for and what the priorities are depending on who's in it. It takes the pace or the pulse of what is there at the time. I think that defines it in a nutshell.

How it is structured? We like to think that everything we do is for young people with young people for young people. Mostly because we have a lot of young people that are not here all the time. They have to go to colleges they have things to do, but what we have to do sometime is to plan together. We do a yearly evaluation. So we go away on a residential with leaders and groups where they are, and they would come together and say
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this is who we are for people who are not actually going to do the same thing this weekend. So we go awayand sit down and say: this is what has been identified as problems. Or some people even actually don't know because there is a huge stigma about being a refugee. Even for refugees themselves. They have. Because they don't want to be identified because there is a stereotype that exists there or a negativity on them, some people try not to see themselves as that, actually not even entertain it in their mind. But the reality of a lot of people is that they are in that category so it is kind of reclaiming that, I am a refugee this is what happened; And throw it back at society or their (solicit). This is not an identity, it is something you happen to live with, because of experiences, where you come from. And they are serious experiences, so people have to understand not to think about most things you see in the media and wanted as someone who is useless or has no skills
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or you come to scrounge for money or whatever benefit or whatever it is. But when you turn around it is a very rich community. A very rich community and a knowledgeable community who have a lot of experience at that; Actually a lot of people can take as resources, so you kind of show that, surfacing it up. That's what I think we are trying to do. 

What we realise when doing a project like this we realise, it made us think that when you have a pocket of money; a lot of money piled there and say OK what can we do. Because we have money there, we can do anything, but the value of what you're going to do really sometimes is different from where you start. We don't have money, but what do we want to do?   Because you don't have money, you start with what you want to do, so you go for it and try to find different ways. Sometimes you realise that people dig deeper then would they have been facilitated by the availability of money. You see people give themselves, you see people try things for other people
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without the exchange of money because they feel something. I am helping them someone is receiving something. But many sometimes money comes in when we say we want to leave outside that box, let's go and experience what other societies experience. To learn something what is outthere. Let's go to watch people who come from other places where there is no opera, there is no theatre, there is no film, there is no go to swim as an experience, or let's go climbing. Just to leave outside that box, just to know I'm also a human, I can participate in those things. But we try to do sometimes when we don't have the money is to get a partnership of people who run those services or those activities. A group such as ours, what can we offer. And you offer what you have. But we know also that sometimes when we organise ourselves we need at least a minimum where people can have money to say I'm coming but they can take a bus, they can take transport to come and hear.             
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And if they have to travel and spend here all day discussing and doing things together they have to see something for food so you don't have to struggle oh i'm hungry and. When you have food your heart and mind is calm and you can focus. In those contexts yes.

It's funny but sometimes it's like some organisation, that could be artistic, and they want participants,     because sometimes they might run their way to fund-raise for themselves. So we can say, we're young people and we want a certain art. So we can say, OK you provide that and you can work with the young people here because they want to learn some skills from you. So if you're working with them, because they do their own funding,  they can do ti here, but at the same time you also have to go around and say, OK, can they young people here have control in terms of  what they want to do . 
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It is not just you coming to impose things on top of them, but they have. You to establish what will you gain, everyone, basically it is like a win-win situation. How to get a win-win situation in all these situations. And all these times the partnership is a very hard thing. Because some people run on a different platform, and if they run on a different platform and people already started a different process we are not part of from the beginning, sometimes can get a bit errrr. But in things like, say, theatre places, who might be running and getting new audiences in their own crowd so we can just jump on the wagon and say, yes, we have a lot of people who want to come and experience those things, for them they could feel like they are bringing other people but don't know whereto. So we can go and search for those things. So it becomes an activity for people on a particular night of the week to go and do those things. 

08:00 Mudibu – Refugee Youth

Again it's a win-win situation. So it is always fine-tunig and negociating our role in the environment. It is not a servicing. It is not somewhere you can pick up and. It is a place where you come in and ask and get asked. You take a part of something, you contribute something. In that sort of thing the value is the whole exchange thing. Try to learn from each other. The learning from each other and actually giving each other perspectives. In terms of young people coming here I think that you can learn a lot here inters of young people come here and apart from getting friendship you gain confidence, you have to learn the know-how to do things,  and to know your rights, most of the time, your rights, and actually you can sometimes, when you walk outthere, you can get a totally different pair of binoculars in how you look at the outside world.
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And I know that I am exiting at the end of this week, but I know what I've take out from here. It is that I see differently outthere and that  I don't take exactly what the outside gives me as a reality. No, there is something else behind it. I can see beyond that, I can question, the why why why. And define for most what is my perspective, where is my space, where is my spot.      

I think somehow this kind of flips it, flips what the economic world believes in. There you have to go go go for a certain money,  where some of the time you can say no, I can do it differently. I don't necessarily to do what I want and need through just chasing the money. I can chase what really makes me feel great and what is really valuable for me
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and live by it. And change the material gain and the financial gain in terms of what you are gaining in terms of your fulfilment and satisfaction and learning. Actually, the economic world, if they find out who you are, they can use and capitalise on you. So it is how you to do it for just capitalising for the money gain, or you capitalise on it for the people fulfilment and for experiencing differently. Maybe you earn satisfaction and fulfilment by listening, compared to I have a lot of cash in the bank.    

